
 

  

Merciful Mothering, Yes;                                                      

Indifference, No! 

 

 

As we approach the end of the Extraordinary Jubilee Year of Mercy, our giant HD 

television screens continue to bombard us with the terrible pain and suffering experienced 

by our brothers and sisters, and yet the call of Pope Francis to accept to allow ourselves 

to be touched by the pain and suffering of our fellow human beings is as important and 

meaningful today as it ever was: 

“Let us not fall into humiliating indifference or a monotonous routine that prevents us 

from discovering what is new! Let us ward off destructive cynicism! Let us open our 

eyes and see the misery of the world, the wounds of our brothers and sisters who are 

denied their dignity, and let us recognize that we are compelled to heed their cry for 

help!”
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Who among us has never been moved by the vulnerability of a newborn baby? How can 

anyone remain indifferent to his fragility? We often become upset in our own bodies 

when we see them experiencing discomfort, pain and stress. If these flashes of empathy 

are generally considered to be “normal” reactions of our humanity, they are also for us, 

Christians, illustrations of the living and maternal presence of Divine Mercy. 

We often say that the heart of a mother is a “sensitive” heart, and it is absolutely true. As 

we said in a previous article
2
, this type of maternal sensitivity is indispensable for the 

mother to develop a strong, secure bond with her child.  

A mother who regularly opens herself to feeling, perceiving and understanding what her 

child is experiencing is tangible proof of a commitment filled with love and generosity. 

When a child is able to benefit from this type of gentle parental attention, he/she 

undoubtedly receives the most precious and lasting gift of his/her life: the unwavering 

knowledge of being lovable and being loved. 

However, in society and in my practice I am often taken aback when I see so many young 

families who are unable to set aside free time to be together as a family when the 

members prefer to isolate themselves and lose themselves in their individual activities. 

This is one of the main reasons why I dedicate a good portion of my time, now that I am 
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retired, to setting in place and creating activities conceived for the sole purpose of 

promoting the parent-child relationship.  

When a mother is inhabited by this openness of mind, spirit and heart for her child, she 

naturally participates in the merciful spirit of unconditional hospitality that is specific to 

the gentle, maternal Charism of Rosalie.  

An experienced mother herself, the Foundress of the Misericordia Sisters knew that love 

and mercy were neither a state of mind nor abstractions, but words that every parent must 

act upon and adapt, day after day, to the needs of each individual child.  

In reality, when you think about it, for parents to commit themselves to respond to the 

needs of their children is for the most part to live:  

“the corporal works of mercy… give food to the hungry, drink to those who thirst, 

clothe the naked, care for the sick… and the spiritual works of mercy, counsel the 

doubtful, teach the ignorant, admonish the sinners, console the afflicted, forgive 

offences…”
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It is easy to see that the daily life of a mother or father is literally “filled to overflowing” 

with occasions to receive and to give mercy.  

In the same way, when God presents us a suffering child we can’t just stand there and 

pretend nothing is happening. “Instinctively” we know that attention and sensitivity are 

not enough, we must take action and do what we can to alleviate the pain.  

In a general way, when we meet someone in distress, do we have the strength to resist 

turning a blind eye? Do we have the courage to allow ourselves to be touched by what is 

happening? Often, the simple act of accepting the person to look at us in the eye can be 

enough to open our hearts and shake us out of “our comfort zone”.  

In response to the call of Pope Francis, and inspired by the model of mercy passed on to 

us by Rosalie through her life and work, it is our responsibility, now more than ever, to 

cultivate our sensitivity toward those afflicted by adversity.  
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